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Our Core Beliefs
Occupy What?
What and Why?
'The Occupy Movement itselfstems from the
Occupy Wall StreetMovement. Theylute
assert that ute are not receiving oursocial,
political and economic dues and that equitable
distribution ofrights and resources alike are
imperative to a sustainable and just society
yet grossly arecompromised by expansive
corporate and political greed.But the Movement
is much more than that, it has no exact
beginning ithas always existedas the motor
that drives the human spirit to seek liberties, to
seek happiness, to stand. These politics tend to
draw directly upon the innate human rights and
paradigms ofsocial justice as laid out by the
greatest thinkers and treatises ofour time,
especially national constitutions and the
Universal Declaration ofHuman Rights.
WHATand WHY?
The Occupy is apoliticization ofspace and ideas
to counteract the social movement everyone has
always been apart of We have always occupied
and used space and resources, public andprivate
alike, and the full expression ofour human
rights iscontingent upon our use ofand access to
them. Our use ofthese things, affects other
people's abilities to use them. Our current system
is constructedsuch that we are led to believe
that our access to resources and otherpeople's
access to resources are mutually exclusive because
resources are so limited. Our world is split
between 'Haves ’and ’Have-nots' who are led to
believe they are in constant conflict.
Quite the contrary, ithas been proven beyond a
doubt that the richestamong us enjoy obscene
surpluses disproportionate to their labor, their
socio-economic contributions and what they are
due. Even some ofthose in the top 1% agree
with this. These surplusesare so large that they
could be used to relieve almost unimaginable
amounts ofhuman suffering globally and to
improve thesustainability ofoursystems.
Wait... WHATand WHO?
Weall have always contributed to enforcing,
bendingor breaking thesocially normative
structures that stipulate resource use. (We pay taxes,
we buy commoditygoods, we MFHFtWW
get educated-or refuse WUBtUM
education, we work, we
donate or don't donate...)
love, unite, coalesce, create, build, decenter, respect, act, stand, resist, think, feel, cherish, inspire
_ , 4*
Rebuild
H afiflu
Re- \
cognize
April 30, 2012
We have a collective obligation to hold ourselves as well as the institutions we operate within to the highest possible standards. The very purpose of our
existence is contingent upon continuously re-examining and refurbishing these systems (Beauvoir). Our systems should only exist so far as they serve
our interests, when they cease to do so, when they result in unacceptable suffering, they must be improved or dismantled (Jesus Christ). Our
involvement in the world must always prioritize educating and empowering folks as just global citizens. Given the degree to which so many are
suffering, all informed and just global citizens, in turn, have a moral obligation to act, and to act now.
Motivation for Decolonizing this Paper
This paper is neither written in malice nor with a desire for disruption; it comes from necessity and due concern. It exists because complete and
accurate information is required for responsible and just social action. We assert that the Spectator has not accurately and fully featured articles of
immanent importance. Accordingly, we have written the following examples in order to shed light on issues that are underrepresented by the Spectator
and provide suggestions for improvements. Writing these articles is not our job it is our duty as conscientious global citizens. Writing similar or even
better articles is, however, the Spectator's job and duty. Our tuition money goes into their pocket so they can write well, so that they can represent us as
global citizens and events as they happen. They are paid to provide us with the information we need to responsibly engage with the world on a daily
basis. Earn it. We NEED better news. We DEMAND better news.
More often than we can stomach, particularly marginalized folks find that elite controlled society has declared war against them
based on race, class and gender based divergences from normative, i.e. white, heterosexual and wealthy manhood
Whole-er “Truth” <-> “W hole-er Person’
The concern voiced in this paper has come from conversations with many people, and over the course of
many years. This is an article in
response to the multitudinous failures of
our school newspaper to meet our
standards of excellence as a sufficiently
accountable and informative news source.
It is notably motivated by our school
newspaper’s inaccurate or absent portrayals
ofkey events and social activism,
specifically those of Occupy Seattle
University (OcSU) but is more
concerned with a global trend
towards unaccountable and
superfluous 'news'.
- News<->Information<->Knowledge/Truth<->Education<->Power<->Engagement -
k Justice, coalition, community
ICCUPatoc
our university, always
- Occupy Seattle University (OcSU) is committed to realizing a just
; and humane world by exercising our rights to force a separation of
corporations and state—of private economics and government—
I through non-violent, democratic mass action based upon the
j principles of justice, diversity, and compassion.
READ!
2
weeks till
May Day of
SOLIDARITY
Our Core Beliefs
COVERS
As the Spectator is the most
publicly accessible information
generator on campus, and as
information is the mother, father,
sister and brother of knowledge, and
as knowledge is the progenitor of
social engagement., we hold it to the
highest of standards. TheSpectator
not only represents us as individual
students and community members, it
represents Seattle University as a
whole. More-so, as it reports on the
“Truth” of events within and far
beyond the bounds of our school it
becomes a 'Truth' generator with the
expansive power to manipulate our
very perceptions of reality in its
rhetoric and selective coverage. (We
do not witness the events reported
on, so we must assume that they
happened the way we are told.)
We take pride in all that the
Spectator could represent, in the
ways it could nourish our just social
engagement as empowered leaders.
We hope to one day help realize our
dream and provide several steps to
doing so.
If any news source finds it is
unable to present the multiplicity
and complexities of news events as
they have occurred, then it impedes
our ability to act as responsible
citizens. It has several options:
1. Find more sources, make sure
they are diverse
2. Do research, and do it the best
you can, always
3. Employ more thorough and
less over-taxededitors
4. Employ more writers, and/or
extend deadlines of critical
pieces
5. Cease and desist the guise of
'Credible News'
Accurate and full coverage of
just OcSU is not enough.
We demand more articles about the
racism that occurs on campus and in
our community. We demand more
articles about the sexism that is
experienced by women identified,
folks on campus and in our
community. We demand a space that
gives marginalized peoples voice that
is longer than four sentences. We
demand more whistleblowing on our
own flaws as a University. We
demand reporting on SU's potential
cooperation with banks and
industries notorious for ethical
violations. We demand a safe
space where people can anonymously
and publicly bring attention to sexist,
homophobic, domineering,
disrespectful, racist or bigoted
behavior on campus.
We demand the whole truth in hopes
ofbecoming “wholepeople”
Occupy What?
COVER ->
We all have always contributed to the
political and economic
structures that rely on spaces as the
loci of their
production, (ex. White House for
government,
factories for industry...) Occupation is
the
politisized seizure of space, space is
the mother of resources, and resources
are the mothers, fathers, brothers and
sisters of all rights. This politicization
has been invoked so as to overtly
express public dissent, about public
issues, in public space, (public space,
we remind you, is funded directly by
us, it ought to be ours to do with as we
please if we are backed by general
consensus) Yet, we must realize that
all people do
not have equal safety and equal
comfort in said
space in order for this to occur.
Simultaneously,
all of these issues extend deep into our
private
lives, often in undetected and
insidious ways. The public is we, the
public is us, all of us.
WHAT: Format
The theory of Occupy dictates a
non-violent, fully participatory, all-
inclusive exercise in direct
democratic proceedings such that
every person participating has a voice.
(Reminder: we are a democratic
nation that strongly values participatory
social and political self-determination,
in rhetoric but, when the people begin
to rise, as in Occupy or Comunism
and advocate for new forms of
economic distribution, the government
violates its own laws both domestically
and internationally) It is a process,
always moving and always fluid, just
like life is a process that never stops
changing, time/space and ideas ebb
and flow (Anzaldua).
‘HOW: Deliberation
There are volunteer and full-time
facilitators who help sort through and
organize the topics and issues to be
addressed.
They bring up these topics to working
groups and the general assembly
(potentially anyone/ everyone) then
facilitate dialogues about these topics,
culminating with a vote for the desired
course of action.
- Keepin it real, 2k11
There are many different working
groups: direct action, peace and
safety, sanitation, storage and supply,
process, legal, arts and entertainment,
demands, medical, out-reach, diversity
and welcoming, media,
communications, tactical, fund raising,
and food. Each are non-heirarchical
and open to anyone wishing to join.
HOW: Action
The movement has been disrupting
traffic to, and collusion with, many of
the corporations it protests, especially
Chase, Citi Bank, Bank of America,
Wallstreet, and the Sea Ports of
Goldman Sachs although, our protest
targets any and all corporations and
governing bodies that put profit
margins before the people. We are
encouraging global disinvestment in
banks that are seen as enforcing unfair
charges, unfair fees, unfair checking
policies, unfair loans, unfair
mortgages and using our money to
disproportion-ately enrich only
themselves. Banks do this by paying
upper-level employees absurd
amounts of money and through risky
business practices which are
unsustainable yet, since the
government can be relied upon to bail
them out, they have no incentive to do
otherwise.
These compromise everyone’s rights
and happiness while simultaneously
hurting the least privileged in our
communities the hardest, thereby
contributing to sexism, classism and
racism.
In the course of disinvestment
(withdrawing all funds from big banks),
as of 10/17/11, there is
video evidence of protesters actually
being arrested for attempting to close
their private bank accounts, (reminder:
many times if we have money that
belongs to a bank and do not give it
back they take our houses, but when
banks have our money and we want it
back, we get arrested.) The reason
these injustices have prevailed for so
long is that corporations have worked
stealthily and slowly so that people
would not notice and therefore revolt.
This form of retaliation against
legitimate customers as executed by
law enforcement officials further proves
the degree to which our governing
bodies have been corrupted by
corporate interest. More recently,
Occupy has directed some attention
towards commandeering uninhabited
buildings; this will be discussed in
greater detail below. More courses of
action will be suggested and executed
as more people become educated
about the socio-economic injustices
that plague our world. Without a larger
mass of informed people, individual
interests of the current general
assembly would be given
disproportionate representation,
greater and more representative action
is contingent upon more support.
Especially of concern in this paper is
the lack of representation for women of
color.
If you don’t like the direction the
movement is going, come to the
Student Center Hearth at 7:30pm on
Wednesdays, join teach-ins, join the
general assembly and opt to have the
movement represent you and your
interests directly. If you like the
direction the movement is going, come
to the Student Center Hearth on
Wednesdays and join teach-ins, join
the general assembly and opt to have
the movement represent you and your
interests directly. End 'occupy lazyboy',
join the Occupy Movement. You are
the movement either way, might as
well ensure that it fully represents your
beliefs, passions and aspirations.
...B reak barriers,
build
something
better,
something more...
History of Occupations
While the following overview of
bottom up, popular occupations
of place as a means to bring about
political, economic, and social
change is by no means a
complete listing of occupations
nor a full examination ofthose
occupations included, it does help
to place the current Occupy
movement within historical
context so as to demonstrate that
the current Occupy movement is
both the most recent of many
occupations in US history as well
as significantly unique in that it is
not single minded but equally
seeks political, economic, social,
and cultural change, and in that
sense it not only challenges the
controlling elite but the
traditional approach to fighting
for justice as well.
- POLITICAL -
Occupation of Fort Lawton
land, March 8, 1970-November
1971
Federal Indian policy
beginning in the 1950s was in
part aimed at liquidating
Reservation assets. This was done
by cutting federal aid to
Reservations to create a stagnant
economy on the Reservations so
that tribal members would be
encouraged to move into more
economically strong urban
centers. With tribal members now
largely out of the picture, the
federal government could justify
terminating its treaties with those
tribes located on Reservations
that just so happened to hold
greater amounts ofwealth and
natural resources, thus removing
Indian control of those resources.
As a result of this policy, the
urban Indian community greatly
expanded, however, urban
American Indians were not
politically recognized by local,
state, or federal governments. In
an effort to gain political
recognition, as well as land and a
community center to provide
resources to the urban Indian
community in Seattle, an
“invasion” and occupation of
soon to be decommissioned Fort
Lawton located in what is now
Discovery park was planed. After
the first “invasion,” on March 8,
1970, was violently repressed by
both the Military Police at Fort
Lawton as well as active US
Army personnel called in from
Fort Lewis, there followed a three
week occupation outside the front
gates of the fort. Despite the
April 1st their decision to quit the
occupation and dismantle the
teepee city that had become
known as Resurrection City, on
April 2nd a group of about 50
along with news cameras broke in
through the front gate after the
military left its guard down and
scattered and occupied the Fort in
a final effort to demand it being
turned over into a Indian
community center. In July 1971
negotiations startedbetween the
Indians, City of Seattle, and U.S.
congressional representatives. In
November an agreement was
reached with the United Indians
for a continuously renewing 99-
year lease to build an Indian
cultural center in the Park. The
groundbreaking ceremony took
place on September 27, 1975, and
the impressive Daybreak Star
Cultural Center opened on May
13, 1977.
Occupation of Beacon Hill
school, 1972-1973
The site of what is now El
Centro de La Raza lay abandoned
by the Seattle school district for
some time before October 12,
1972, when it was occupied by
activists determined to turn it into
a community service center for
Latinos and others. The economic
crunch of the early seventies saw
many programs sent to the
chopping block. Specifically,
programs targeted were those that
helped the poor and minority
communities. In response to this
classist and racist de-funding
policy, Latino activists from
South Seattle Community
College, took over the old
Beacon Hill School and turned it
into El Centro de La Raza ( The
Center for People of All Races).
The occupation lasted three
months during one of Seattle’s
coldest winters and was without
running water or electricity for
heat. The school district agreed
not to order a forced eviction of
the occupiers. After months of
official “inaction” during
negotiations between the City and
Seattle Public Schools, and the
city’s attempt to have the Latino
community center elsewhere,
activists occupied the seats and
the Chambers of the Seattle City
Council. The final approval from
Mayor Wes Uhlman, after his
initial veto, to secure the facility
came only after the peaceful
occupation ofhis office and
subsequent arrest El Centro de La
Raza leaders. The three-month
occupation, in one of Seattle's
coldest winters, resulted in a five
year lease of the building at $1 a
year. El Centro de la Raza is
probably the only organization in
the world to hold, on the one
hand, the Nicaraguan "10th
Anniversary Medal of the
Sandinista Revolution" (1989),
and the "Thousand Points of
Light" award (1991) from the
George Bush Sr. White House.
Occupation ofWashington,
D.C., 1932.
In the spring of 1932,
World War I veterans march into
Washington D.C. to demand that
the bonus, which Congress voted
to give them in 1945, be given
now. Their numbers quickly grew
to 20,000. The House voted to
give immediate payments to the
veterans, but the Senate voted it
down. While some veterans
left D.C. after the Senates
negative vote, many others, along
with wives and children,
occupied vacant government
building and build a shantytown
within sight of the capital.
Despite being welcome by the
chief of Washington police, the
White House wanted them gone
and persuaded congress to
approve train tickets out of D.C.
for the veterans. Some left, but
others stayed; the White House
responded by ordering to police
to clear out the shanty town. In
the fight to maintain their
occupation, two veterans were
killed; to back up the police, 700
soldiers under the command of
Gen. Douglas MacArthur and
aided by Dwight D. Eisenhower
and George S. Patton were
dispatched and easily removed
the unarmed veterans and burnt
down their shacks.
- CULTURAL -
Occupation of San Francisco,
mid-1960s
Taking their name from the
radical, communist group that
occupied English farm land from
1649-1650 demanding an end of
private property and all forms of
buying and selling, the Diggers of
San Francisco’s Haight-Ashbury
combined street theater, anarcho-
direct action, and art happenings
in their social agenda ofcreating
a Free City. Their most famous
activities revolved around
distributing Free Food every day
in the Park, and distributing
"surplus energy" at a series of
Free Stores (where everything
was free for the taking.) They
used street theater as a form of
radical direct action that
subverted the liberal ideals of free
trade and private property by
turning those ideals on their
heads through the creation of
actual free trade, in which
everything is traded or given
away for free, and the making of
what would normally be
considered private property
(homes, restaurants, stores,
theater venues)public and thus
totally free. The Diggers entirely
subverted American culture and
in the process created their own
new American culture centered
around redistributing wealth, total
political, social, and economic
freedom, or, as it is known now,
the hippie movement.
The Industrial Workers of the
World (IWW or Wobblies)
occupation of Spokane’s
streets, 1909-1910
On November 2, 1909, the
IWW began its Spokane free-
speech fight by mounting a
campaign of civil disobedience
against the Spokane City
Ordinance banning speaking on
the streets. The free-speech
campaign was a direct action
against local anti-ffee-speech
laws, but at a deeper level it
attacked the root of the laws:
silence allows employers to
exploit workers and prevent any
organization. One by one, IWW
members mounted a soapbox (an
overturned crate) and begin
speaking, upon which Spokane
police yanked them off the box
and took them to jail. On the first
day, 103 Wobblies were arrested,
beaten, and incarcerated; within a
month, arrests grew to 500. The
Spokane free-speech fight ignited
free-speech fights in other cities,
and is considered one of the most
significant battles to protect
freedom of speech in American
history. Despite the obvious
constitutional violations, the U.S.
War Department assisted the City
of Spokane in its fight against the
constitutional right of free speech
by providing Fort Wright to lock
up the Wobblies after the city jail
was full to overflowing. This
campaign, due to the massive
amounts of arrests, developed a
side movement that exposed
brutality ofprisons when one
activist, Elizabeth Gurley Flynn,
was arrested and then published
an account of what she
experienced (filthy, crowded, and
generally horrendous conditions
in the city jail, including the
charge that the sheriff was using
the women's section of the jail as
a profitable brothel, with police
soliciting customers) in the
Industrial Worker. Police
attempted to destroy every copy
of the December 10 issue in
which Flynn made these charges,
but eight copies got out of
Spokane and were snuck into
Seattle for distribution. The
Spokane ffee-speech fight
attracted nationwide attention,
and with the elite leaders of
Spokane falling out of national
favor, due to constant images of
blood soaked men appearing in
court with charges of speaking in
public appearing in the national
press, the law was revoked on
March 4, 1910, and the prisoners
were released.
Occupation of Greensboro, Feb.
1, 1960-
On Feb. 1, 1960, the
Greensboro Four, as they would
later be called, sat down as a
white-only lunch counter as the
Woolworth store and ordered
sodas, coffee, and doughnuts.
Their refusal to move until served
peacefully subverted the Jim
Crow laws of the South by
demonstrating to white
Southernersthemselves the
absurdity of their racist
legislation. In the days after Feb.
1, they would be joined by other
students at the Woolworth
counter and at the Kress 5 & 10
lunch counter a half-block away.
Their protests inspired black
people to do the same at Formica-
topped dime-store counters in
other cities. The movement they
started led to the integration of
the Woolworth and the Kress
chains, landmarks on every main
street in the South. By the fourth
and fifth day ofthe sit-ins, the
original four had grown to
hundreds of demonstrators
downtown. But many of the
participants lacked the patience to
sit for long periods of time while
spectators heckled and stared at
them. The real success was due to
the dedicated eight or ten people
that stuck out the occupation
when all the supporters and news
cameras left. There were nights
when there was not enough
people to man the picket lines,
but after five months the
Woolworth and the Kress store
down the street agreed to
integrate. These four students, on
their own initiative, reinvigorated
the civil rights movement after
King and the NAACP were
unable to sustain the momentum
from the Montgomery bus
boycott of 1955-56.
Perhaps the greatest critique
of the current Occupy movement
is that it lacks any specific
demands or goals, and that it has
no leaders. But looking at this
briefhistory of occupations in the
US and it is clear that while they
largely had specific demands and
goals, they were also facing overt
oppression. While they no doubt
looked beyond just challenging
the systematic, overt oppression
and towards the creationofa
better and more justsociety, they
had to face the immediate issues
first. Oppression in the US has
not gone away, it has simply
changed. Economic inequality is
greater in the US now than it was
current unions do
not speech for them. Jim Crow
has been done away with due
largely to activists occupy
segregated places, but now,
though not officially legal,
segregation remains a fact of life.
Schools are more racially
segregated now than when it was
legal; all white juries serve in
majority black neighborhoods;
the list goes on. People can now
speech openly on street comers,
but mass control of media by
only a few corporations
effectively and overtly and
significantly restricts free speech.
Police violence rarely occurs in
public any more, but it continues
in private. The list goes on. The
fact is, what makes the current
Occupy movement unique from
its historical parents is that it is
not challenging a specific act of
overt oppression, but rather it is
challenging the entire system and
its methods of covert oppression.
It is impossible to have specific
demands when the
problem has no
specific face. The
only real solution is to
fundamentally change
the entire system by
subverting the
dominant economic,
political, social, and
cultural theory’s and
status quo in an effort
to bring about new
economic, political,
social, and cultural
realities. How can
when the unions
were fighting for
recognition by
occupying
workplaces
through sit-down
strikes in the
1930s. Industrial
unions are now
taken for granted
as a vital aspect of
the middle-class,
however, the
overwhelming
majority of people
work in the service
sector of the
economy where
there is little if any
unions. Thus, the
there be specific demands and
goals, and, moreover, how can
there be a leader of such a diverse
movement? it is one thing to lead
a labor movement, but it is
entirely different to lead a labor
movement that also works to
bring about different forms of
artistic expression, fight
corporate media, work for
immigrant rights, fight police
brutality, work for political
representation ofall people and
not just the rich, ending wars,
fight global warming, challenge
ideas surrounding consumption,
challenge the concept of money,
fight for marriage rights for all,
fight to legalize marijuana, lower
the drinking age and end the war
on drugs,.... Every specific issue
has its own leadership, Occupy is
simply an invitation to those
leaders and all people to come
together as a community to
fundamentally challenge the
status quo on all levels through
the occupation ofplace in a mass
demonstration of force showing
that the current system is not
working for the majority of
people. We can no longer work
within the system, but instead
must change the system. A
movement with that sort of focus
is fundamentally different than
almost all past movements, and
thus has fundamentally different
tactics such as being leaderless
and having no specific
overarching goals or demands.
I am a proud queer
woman of color.
I love me. I do not think
of myself as a leper, a
deviant, a sodomite, a
faggot, or a dyke. I think
of myself as a beautiful,
dynamic, strong human
being.
I’ve had a very
interesting life in my short
21 years. I’ve seen a lot,
experienced a lot, and
changed a lot. My dad
raised me in an ultra-
conservative interpretation
of Catholicism called
Sedevacantism.
Sedevacantists/ Traditional
Catholics are part of a
reactionary movement
against the changes of the
Second Vatican Council in
the 1960s.
Growing up, I was
completely brainwashed to
hate my body, my desires,
and my inner beliefs—
essentially I was taught to
hate myself, and I did. But
through a dynamic
interpretation of a Jesuit
education at Seattle
University, particularly
thanks to God and Evil, my
first Theology class my
freshman year, I had the
courage to leave that
oppressive version of
Catholicism. You see,
while the interpretation was
oppressive, at the time, it
had been socializing me
and giving me purpose
since the age of five. I
mean, I hadn’t eaten meat
on a Friday since I was six
years old. I wore the
Scapular, went to Mass
three times a week, prayed
the Rosary, even was part
of the Rosary Confraternity.
My mystery was the fourth
Joyful, the Presentation. I
would say it every day
because I was a devout
Catholic. The problem was
I was practicing my Faith
out of fear, not out of love.
Well, I was told that a true
love of God came from the
Fear of Offending God. It
was a fear based Faith.
When I consciously left
Traditional Catholicism the
summer after my freshman
year, I said, “God, I love
You and will find You. You
can’t be in this
interpretation of
Christianity, because the
people are so horrible.
This can’t be right. I
promise I will always be
honest with myself and
believe with not only my
mind, but most importantly
with my heart. I will find
You, I trust You.” Once I
took my first true leap of
Faith, a tremendous
burden that I didn’t even
know I was carrying was
lifted off my shoulders.
This was one of the bravest
moments in my life,
because I was leaving
everything I knew. I was
going into the unknown,
which was terrifying.
Essentially what I am
saying is Seattle University
gave me the tools to free
myself from the chains of a
stagnant interpretation of
Faith. Freshman year, it
blew my mind meeting Gay
Catholics at school. I
thought how could you be
Gay and Catholic? Gay
people burn in hell. Simple
as that. You see,
Traditional Catholics pride
themselves on an
unwavering adherence to
an unchanging Faith. I
often hear from my dad,
“Well, we may not
understand Holy Mother
Church, but she is wise
and unchanging and we
must believe. We cannot
be cherry pickers. We
must accept the Faith in its
entirety.” There is no room
for change.
Yet a common theme at
SU is change, well up until
recently. I was confused
and taken aback by the
hurtful comments directed
at me from both the
President of the school and
the President, who I voted
for, ofASSU. It’s funny
hearing the Faith based
arguments that I would
have made four years ago
at this liberal institution. I
would expect to hear this
anywhere but at SU. This
definitely sounds Catholic,
but not like Seattle
University.
The SU I grew up with was
a paternalistic, “do-gooder”
institution which needs to
save marginalized
I am a proud queer woman of color.
communities—which is
very problematic and
should be changed. The
SU I am hearing of now is
a Catholic, D-1 school,
marking the boundaries of
who belongs and who
doesn’t, thus reminding
marginalized people that
they are welcome to pay
but not to fully belong. The
culture of the school is
changing and so is the
student population.
Hipsters, where have you
gone?! I miss you and
your pants, bicycles, and
jars you drink out of!
I’ve been talking about
change, so perhaps it is
inevitable that the school
and student population
change as well. For me
the only constant is change
(quote from the teacher’s
lounge at Bailey Gatzert).
But I want the school to
change in an affirming and
celebratory way towards
queer and trans people. I
do not want people to feel
sorry for me, or pity
towards me as a queer
person. I want to be seen
as a fully complex human
being who creates their
own destiny. I want the
dynamic Faith that taught
me these past four years to
create affirming spaces on
campus, such as a gender,
sexuality, and sex positive
resource center—like at
Georgetown, the oldest
Jesuit University in the
country (Read “Being Gay
at a Jesuit University,” in
Conversations on Jesuit
Higher Education, Spring
2012, Number41).
Not only do I want there to
be inclusivity about gender
and sexuality, but also
about all identities: race,
class, ability—physical and
mental, to name a few, and
how these identities
intersect. Jesuit
Catholicism can be
dynamic and beautiful.
After all, this is the Faith
interpretation that gave me
the tools which ultimately
freed me. Let’s work
together to create a culture
of love and respect for one
another. My favorite
activist, Audre Lorde
explains, “It is not our
differences which divide us
it is our inability to
recognize, accept and
celebrate these
differences.”
Thank you Catalyst writers
for giving me the space to
say what’s on my heart and
mind. Unfortunately, I
cannot sign my name,
because my dad does not
know that I am gay. You
see, this is the kind of
stigma and oppression that
many queer and trans
people go through on a
daily basis. While my dad
will probably never even
hear of this newsletter, I
still live with the fear and
paranoia that somehow
someone will show him this
article. One day I will tell
my dad, but right now I
can’t, because he would
disown me. I live with this
contradiction of loving my
dad unconditionally, while
he loves me conditionally.
You see systems of
oppression like
homophobia, transphobia,
and patriarchy teach us to
hate one another based on
gender and sexual desires
that differ from the socially
constructed hegemonic
norms. One day, when my
dad has unlearned these
fear and hate based beliefs
he’ll love and accept my
wife, my children and me.
Respectfully,
Proud Queer Woman of
Color
CONTINUED
This article does not dwell
on past failures, but looks
instead towards the future.
Everyone who has
influenced this article hopes
to remind our newspaper
that is has a great deal of
power and a great deal of
responsibility and strongly
recommend new
perspectives and
improvements!
Engaged citizens require
good, accurate and
informative news in order
to become effective
catalysts for positive social
change. News is a keystone
to participatory democracy,
which is why the media is
referred to as the ‘fourth
pillar of democracy’. What
should be in the news are
diverse sources and
perspectives, imminent
issues in social justice,
researched expose's, and
the like. News is our vessel
for distributing
information , information
about the world and how
events are developing
within it becomes
knowledge, as we gain
knowledge we become
educated. Education
coupled with compassion
can be the difference
between apathy and
activism, between voting
for or against a just
candidate, between
“Occupy Laziboy” and a
world united in pursuit of
socio-economic equity. In
the face of social injustice,
inaction is immoral. This is
the very core of the SU
Mission.
News is the platform for
vicarious experience. We
live by that which we are
presented with as 'Truth', as
reality. It informs even the
smallest of our daily
deliberations that,
collectively, are the driving
force of society (Collins,
O'Brien). Patricia Hill-
Collins asserts that through
the 'dailiness' of our lives,
how we talk, what we buy,
where we go, who we
embrace, who we reject and
so on, we constantly
Whole-er “Truth” “Whole-er Person”
News Knowledge/Truth Education Power <-> Engagement
reinforce or dismantle
systems of oppression big
and small alike. When
combined, all of our
individual actions collude
to formulate the very
course ofaggregate society
and its history (O'Brien).
News informs how we
interact with the world; it is
expected to have relevance,
importance, applicability
and gravity.
Newsworthiness should be
concerned in the utmost
with two very basic
tenets:
To fail in either regard
compromises not only the
worth of the ‘news’ itself
but also the integrity of
knowledge held by its
consumers and the very
well-being of all those
acted upon by said
misinformed consumers.
We are the consumers of
this ‘news
’
but in the face
of faulty news we risk
becoming, instead,
consumed by it. Failure in
the first category (1), best-
case scenario, means that
the information presented is
superfluous, has no gravity
and is wasting our time and
resources. More
importantly, what we know
and what we consider
‘Truth’ dictates our human
Cost of production
should have value
= / < the value of
that which is
reported on
The reality of the
events, their ‘Truth’
and subsidiary
‘truths’
contribution to larger
society. This is where the
second tenant becomes
critical.
The reality of events (2)
has a direct relationship
with 'Truth'. In fact, they
should be synonymous.
‘Truth' is considered to be
the reality, reality
‘True’. The term “Truth”
represents the most
complete aggregate
comprehension we as
humans can have of our
world.
However, we are
limited by the finite
capacities ofboth our
senses and cognition. We
can never know everything;
we each can only know a
part of the larger whole
(Moya, 465). The
possession of individual
portions of the “Truth” is
called perspective, and is
dear to its holders. To
account for this, 'truth', with
a lower case ‘t’, represents
our
individually perceived
realities or those ofpeoples
from our social group.
These realities are biased
by a person or group's
subjectivity or “standpoint”
(Collins) This subjective
bias can reveal specific
experiential facts that
cannot be known by
others. If “Truth” is
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mass force-
feeding of a single
sided 'Truth' is
synonymous with
ideological
imperialism
viewed as omnipresent
light, then ‘truths’ are the
beams offlashlights in the
dark. If ‘Truth’ is viewed as
God, then we must prove
our worth as being created
in his/her image, we must
shine every iota of light
possible.
Fidelity to the reality of
events is quite simply the
distinguisher between
information and
misinformation, between
news and flak. We all act
on behalf of ‘Truth’. If our
‘Truth’ is faulty, because
we were misinformed by
trusted sources, then the
actions we take based on
that misinformation are also
wrong. Our knowledge,
derivative of news, is
manifest in our daily action.
We are, (or rather should
be) a democracy.
Democracy executed
correctly follows the
directive of all its peoples.
Misinforming, or poorly
informing us, means
misguiding our nation.
Misdirecting a superpower
with enough weapons to
destroy the world dozens of
times over is immoral. This
is hardly a hyperbole.
Accordingly, within
reason, responsible news
must present various
perspectives on events. In
this manner, news presents
the variable 'truths' of an
event that can be inter-
meshed by the reader to
reveal a fuller, but never
absolute 'Truth'. Here, we
are not told what the
“Truth” is by our news; we
are given the tools tofind it
for ourselves. This reduces
authoritarian “Truth
generation” and gives
power to the people. To
present single sided
‘information’ from a
narrow definition of an
‘authoritative source’ is to
paint a ‘truth’ like the
‘Truth’. As “Truth” can
never be a full summation
ofreality, the mass force-
feeding of a single sided
'Truth' is synonymous with
ideological imperialism, it
disregards variations of
perspective and degrades
our respect for and
understanding of the
plurality of the human
condition (Moya, 478).
Single-sided “Truth”
generation creates a ‘norm’
against which particularly
people of color, women,
transgender folks,
homosexuals, ‘foreigners’
and humble radicals are
compared. In turn,
difference is often equated
to inferiority and can be
leveraged to justify
exploitation of, and
violence against,
marginalized folks.
More perspectives from
more people of more
various backgrounds means
a more accurate and more
respectful presentation of
'truths' that, when
compiled, create a more
holistic “Truth”. A whole-
er “Truth” makes us
“Whole-er People. “Truth”
that respects the dignity of
all people is all I am
advocating for. We not only
deserve it, we demand it.
I love you, I know you
are really smart people, I
know you are working
A Manifesto
for the Sneaky Artist
We promise to ask the questions that can only be answered
by more questions.
Truth is changeable.
We don’t know the truth.
Does truth even exist?
Yes We want change.
really really hard, I know
you really care about
others, and I know you are
really busy. But, the media
system you are working in
is flawed, it does not
refine, process or distribute
information in a way that
holds adequate fidelity to
the reality of events. It
impedes fruitful and
representational democratic
participation. This is really
hurting everyone,
everywhere. The system is
made up of parts. You are
one of these parts. I am one
of these parts. So lets do
our part, and lets do it
better than we've ever done
it, despite the odds, despite
the systems we collude
with just to get by. This
beast needs us in order to
live, we made it and we
reinforce the systems of
oppression that fuel it, over
and over again every day
(O'Brien). We can tame it,
we can teach it not to bite,
not to kill: with love, with
coalition, with compassion,
with solidarity, with
community, with
engagement, with activism,
with multiple perspectives,
with more than just one
version of the “Truth”,
with a ‘Whole-er Truth’.
With, not against, each-
other.
- love,
Rudy -
But We are not your mother, it is not our job to wag our finger in your
face and tell you you’re wrong.
Rather We wish to compel you to think for your self.
Tonight We will trickyou into thinking and you will like it
And later realize that we’re sneaky
You expect too much.
You expect too little.
We wish to create the most intimate and real moments.
We wish to show how hurtful humans can be.
We wish to show how loving people can become.
We will learn
INJUSTICE
And then We will wait
We will listen
And then We will wait
Until We can wait no longer...
Where’s all the sex?
We promise to honor the ideas that fall from on high.
We will not doubt, unless it’s reasonable.
The theatre of humanity is a force to be reckoned with.
Discipline creates great art.
Freedom creates great art.
Confinement creates great art.
®
Will you be able to reign in the desires of centuries!?!?!?
Embrace the great maybe.
1. 1.)Note: We have this Catalyst on campus. However, it is
not an SU branch, it is a club, with no salaried writers,
editors or distributors. It is forced to operate on 10% the
budget ofthe Spectator,with 10% the circulation yet is a
much more fully exemplifies the ethic ofSU.
2. you have to look this
up?!! http://www,»canlcu.cdu/about/mi*8lon/
3. Collins, Patricia-Hill. (1990). Defining Black Feminist
Thought. The Feminist TheoryReader. 341-356.
Routledge. New York.
4. O’ Brien, Jodi. (2011). Production of Reality. Pine
Forge Press.
5. travel, writing, editing, paper, ink, money,
distribution, consumer time spent reading, etc.)
6. (number ofparticipants, accurate historical
background, correct names and citations, correct dates,
reliable and informed sources etc.)
7. ) “Truth” here is in quotation marks because it is
widely known that we, as human beings, are highly
limited in ourcomprehension, distinctiveness and
perception of the world, we can neverknow everything.)
8. Aquinas, Thomas. Summa Theologica
9. Jesus Christ, the Sabboth, Deuteronomy 23:24f
10. Moya, Paula M.L. (2001). Chicana Feminism and
Postmodernist Theory. The Feminist Theory Reader. 463-
481 Routledge. New York.
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The principles thus mentioned
are general. They are nothing but
valuable guidelines for social
activism; yet guidelines are not
infallible. And since there are some
situations in which following them with
absolute certainty could be deleterious,
although probably rare, we must
remember that a tinge of skepticism
with regards to our strongest political
convictions is sometimes healthy.
Skepticism towards our personal
doctrines and beliefs does not,
however, indicate that a person’s rights
are fallible. As John Rawls, a famous
twenty-first century political
philosopher, and arguably the most
genius in history, stated in the
beginning ofhis grand book A Theory
ofJustice, iin a just society the liberties
of equal citizenship are taken as settled;
the rights secured by justice are not
subject to political bargaining or to the
calculus of social interests.! In
cultivating and promulgating a view,
there must therefore be a medium
between respecting diversity while also
criticizing it. Uncovering where the
medium lies is the duty of the political
progressive.
AVERAGE INCOME PER FAMILY
Distributed by income group
2008 data includes capital gains. Source. Emmanuel Saez. University of California- Barkley
economics at a glance
AVERAGE HOUSEHOLD INCOME
before taxes
2007 dollars.Source: Congressional Budget Office
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Eyes Wide
Open
East Asian poets
sometimes expressed horror
before a blank white page.
Anything could be written on it,
so what is the right thing to write
on it? I think this horror is also a
gift. If we are to thank ourselves
and the institutions we grew up in
for anything, it is this invitation
to hear and see independent of
our setting - though, not entirely
separate
either. Seattle University cannot
hide from its inability to
recognize this campus as
something that preexists from
the ‘white page’. That is, what we
suppress collectively in turn
simultaneously reappears; the
I think it is safe to assume that if you
are reading this article, you are a student of
Seattle University, and as a student of SU
it is probably safe to assume that you are at
least acquainted with the loan process.
When I say iacquainted,! I am saying that
there is a high chance that both you and
your parents currently allocate all ofyour
possessions as weak capital
to convince the banks currently paying for
your education that you are a worthwhile
investment.
Don’t feel bad, your not
alone
This is becoming a
common theme in the
world of higher education.
Students are now expected
to sell their lives for a
degree with decreasing
value that will land them in
a middle of the a job
market that will not
provide for them, let alone
feed the always hungry and
constantly compounding
loan interest.There are still
those to whom this does
not apply, athletes or
exceptional students with full-ride
scholarships, but to most of the student
body even a small fraction of Seattle U’s
tuition will break the bank for years to
come, and this is one massive problem. So,
I guess we must consider how we even got
here in the first place, why we are staying
if it’s so gruesomely expensive while the
result is growing less beneficial, and what
we can do about it. College has become a
basic expectation for students leaving high-
school in the U.S. today regardless of their
ability to afford it, but this trend is actually
a fairly new expectation within society.
The catalyst for this phenomenon lends
itself to the Servicemen’s Readjustment
Act of 1944, more commonly know as the
G.I. Bill of Rights, which provided the
money for returning veterans of World
War Two to go to college. After an
i 1 KiDariK
every student
has a price
things we ignore are not erased
merely because we close our eyes
toward it. There is a divide on
this campus that exists in fault of
lazy blindness, not unshared
views. It is not the difference of
our thoughts that are problematic
- for the integrity of this campus
is at a much greater fault. Eyes
shut one could realize this much
is, in fact, possible: the
continuation ofhabit in waiting
for ‘time’ to override the
possibility of genuine
engagement; and the latter is only
possible with compassion. The
problematic
comes not from the events result
of our fear and ignorance, but that
we stand alongside our chosen
blindness as satisfactory, that we
are content in calling ourselves a
part of something which we know
hardly any truth about.
Here is what I could do:
recite the e-mails I have sent to
The Eradication of Education
incredible amount of veterans took
advantage of this free ticket to a great
education and a good job, it initiated a
trend of considering higher-education a
necessity for young minds. This could
explain the lowering worth of the bachelor
degree. It’s basically the idea that the kid
on the block with the most expensive or
complex bicycle is only cool until
everyone has a bike like his.
One would think that as more
people are trying to attain degrees
constantly dropping in value, their price
might start to decrease. Ifnot to promote
universal access to education, we could at
least look to a basic tenant of economics to
back us up, and claim that an
unsatisfactory product should theoretically
come with a less crippling price.
Unfortunately, this is not true. Andy Kroll
puts this into numbers in his article entitled
iGated Communities ofLearning,! which
states that iover the past 30 years, the
average annual cost of college tuition, fees,
and room and board has increased nearly
100 percent! and that imedian household
income has risen a mere 18 percent over
that same period!. As Kroll addresses, the
rate of college cost has risen at nearly five
times the rate ofhousehold income. This
obvious over-inflation of college tuition is
what leaves the college students oftoday in
multiple (some more than others)
members of the administration
which never received response,
list all the issues that I responded
uneasily toward in my years
of being a student here, critique
groups and sub-groups that I see
as socially incoherent with
fundamental Jesuit University
values, proceed to discuss
instances of first-hand and
witnessed sexism and racism.
Doing all of these things would
be reasonable but doing so would
be merely repetitive to my peers,
just as listing the positives would
seem empirically redundant, too.
Rather, I want to address the
placement of these deeply hidden
issues as they are most
unobvious: everywhere. Press
conferences, newspaper articles,
the Spectator, club
announcements, this very piece of
paper, etc; whatever means of
communicationyou use as a
an overwhelming state of debt when they
graduate, that is if they can even afford to
attend the institution in the first place.
Students are gravitating away from
the private institutions, which have a
substantially higher cost of tuition, in favor
for the lower price ofpublic universities to
either avoid the heavy debt or because they
simply cannot afford the initial cost. This
decline in interest for a private school
education due to its price, especially in the
midst ofa national economic crises, will
are expecting
another rise of
2,000 dollars in
next years tuition.
Other small
colleges within the
U.S. are also
feeling the heat. For instance, in her article
entitled iLosing Liberal Arts,i Valerie
Sturen revealed that i[in 2010], the director
of financial aid at Reed College tasked the
admissions team to not send acceptance
letters to 100 scholarship students and
instead find 100 students rich enough to
pay $49,950 per year for tuition, room and
boardi. So as the tuition costs rise and
students resist attending such expensive
schools, the problem is compounded by the
school’s inability to give financial aid. This
forces school like Reed College to forgo
accepting students who are eligible to
receive school funded financial aide and
accept those students that can pay tuition in
full. As tuition costs continue to rise and
colleges continue to select only those
students who can pay tuition in full, those
students who rely on school sponsored aid
source for news on what is
happening at this University, so
be it. Just realize you are already
seeing what you need to see and
always have been, to have
awareness. Realize this and the
choice to be blind is suddenly
irrational. If you do this, then you
can have compassion for the
formerly divided. What we need
to do is understand ourselves
through realizing what we are
already capable ofknowing and
doing; and in turn, we will
know when our eyes are open
and when they are closed.
only cause small
private schools to
further increase
their tuition costs
to ensure the
financial security
of the institution.
We are no
strangers to this at
Seattle University.
We faced a tuition
hike last year and
will be forced out of competing for
acceptance. This will leave the expensive
public schools only available to the
wealthy, lowering the socio-economic
diversity ofthe institutions. The second
outcome of the incredible rise in college
tuition is the disappearance of liberal arts
programs and the schools that provide
them. If schools like Reed college continue
to raise their costs and select only students
who can afford to pay such a high price,
there is a distinct risk that they will lower
the number of students able to attend their
school below the amount necessary to meet
the cost ofkeeping the school open.
So I guess our next problem is to
ask ourselves what we can do about this,
because as education becomes a necessity,
it becomes more unattainable and
financially destructive. The first option
would be to look towards the federal
government and demand an increase in Pell
Grants for all students to match the
increased cost of tuition, for these grants
have failed to inflate alongside the system
they are designed to alleviate. According to
an article entitled College Board Annual
Reports: Aid Increases, College Costs
IncreaseMore by Haley Chitty, the
NASFAA Assistant Director for
Communication, the Pell grant program
covered an average of only 13% of
published costs at private four-year
institutions for the year 2006-07, while
only two decades earlier it covered 21%. If
Locating Agreement Among a Plethora ofDisagreement
Justice is an idea forwhich we
all, I hope, aim to attain. For without
justice, life would likely be inasty,
brutish, and short,! as sixteenth century
philosopher Thomas Hobbes famously
surmised. So with this last year’s recent
social upheavals, and with the problem
of economic and political domination
worsening, in fact growing, we ought to
ask ourselves what our political duties
are. Should we simply do what we’ve
been doing by obeying the law as it
currently stands? Should we protest? In
what ways ought we to express
ourselves? How should we expect to
change things? Most importantly, how
should we act in a political
environment stricken with
antagonisms?
In such a short article, we can
hardly expect to give even but a hint of
an answer to the questions. But a hint
of a hint is helpful, at times insightful,
and so I hope we can recognize that
strict, unwavering answers would be
nothing better than a nasty dogma.
Nevertheless, there are, I think, some
general principles that can only help.
The principles of which we’re about to
discuss emphasize what in the
philosophical lingo is titled
ideontology,! which, in simpler terms,
is an ethical theory that emphasizes
principles based on personal duties,
such as respect for fellow persons.
First and foremost, we ought
never to succumb to the disease of
dogmatism, for democracy is founded
on the belief that doctrinal pluralism is
we could convince the government that
higher-education is not a privilege, but a
right, especially when it is so essential for
staying afloat in todays economy, than we
might have a chance of casting off at least
a small amount of the pressure.
We, as the financial lifeline of our
schools, also need to inform these
institutions directly of our anger at this
unsustainable system that is about to crash.
Write letters, send emails, or make phone
calls, just do whatever you can to remind
your institution that it founded itself under
the premise ofhelping its student body by
allowing them to gain a worthwhile
education, not to exploit them for the sake
of profit or public image. If the cost of
education is reduced, degrees will still
continue to loss their worth within society,
but this is an unfortunate externality that
arises from attempting to achieve access to
education for all. We could just let
ourselves be satisfied with the prospect of
more people having access to an education
that could give them the tools unlock an
unlimited reservoir of creativity. Such a
gift should not mean financial ruin.
Some can’t join in protest, or don’t want to
devote the time to developing some
massive instrument ofaction, but I wrote
this with the intention of asking you to at
least start a conversation. I know that I am
sick of spending hours in Student Financial
Services trying to figure out how to sing
good. That opinions differ in kind is
important. It means that any well
thought political position should be
able to cohere with a numerous set of
doctrines, even ones which drastically
differ from our own. For instance, if we
were to advocate a political position
which requires that people share
underlying metaphysical principles, say
Marxism, it would be impossible to
persuade others who refused adherence,
unless, of course, we proselytized them.
But I can only hope that we are not so
insane as to think that millions of
people will agree that one particular
creed is savvy and that none others are.
Thus in any form of activism, whether
it be racial equality or animal rights, we
must not assume that there is one, and
only one, right view as to the structure
ofour political system. To put the point
differently, whatever political solutions
we propose, they must ultimately
embrace difference rather than oppose
it.
Second, our suggested political
solutions ought to be positive.
Negativity does not create solutions; it
only lambastes them. In this way, the
various ways in which we hope to
persuade others requires a technique
that does not set up the abject ius
versus them! dichotomy; blame is easy,
a solution is not. A movement fueled
by hatred belongs only to the ignorant
in that it bums fuel much too fast. On
the other hand, a movement fueled by
hope for the future and fairness for all
does not: it possesses an end goal
my life away every quarter, and I know
that a lot ofyou feel the same way, so lets
take the first step and start talking about it.
Eventually, the volume will get so loud
that they cannot ignore us any longer.
instead of a target. That is, a political
message must hope to instantiate what
it initiates. So let’s create something
positive.
Third, we ought to underscore
the rights of individuals. The current
political structure does nothing other
than flout individual rights; for where
there is disagreement there is
domination. It purports a system where
there are winners and losers. And the
losing side of the token is often
atrociously unfair: a severe lack of
education, healthcare, police brutality,
and so forth. This is simply not
tolerable. Hence we all have a duty to
not tolerate it, to speak out in way that
engages disagreement meaningfully,
and to act in ways that advocate
fairness. I personally find that far too
many people forget, or don’t
understand, the latter requirement. In
doing so, we forget that protesting isn’t
the whole of the picture; we transform
doctrinal adherence into something
divine, where in fact action is the
fortification of social transformation.
This means that we do not necessarily
have a duty to protest; rather, we have a
duty to participate in social programs
that, by their very nature, give rise to
just institutions. But ifprotest is
necessary for the creation of just social
institutions,
then we ought to protest. Therefore in
highlighting individual rights, it is an
imperative that we underscore actions
that lead to the upholding of these
rights.
Get Real with the 99%: From
Privilege to Allyship
“We. Are. The Ninety-Nine
Percent!” - We have all heard this
slogan at Occupy. We wave it proudly
from our signs, we wear on our clothes
and on our bodies. We chant it in
solidarity, together, as a choir of
voices, differences, & colors. I believe
we know and feel the strength of the
99% because it symbolizes the reality
that the people, as nearly a whole, are
subjugated and fundamentally violated
by the merciless and monolithic system
of capitalism. We, the 99%, are
subordinated by the profit and the
dollar, by the culture industry’s
propagation of conformity, fear and
self-consumption, and we are further
left disenchanted from living by the
reign of technical rationality, by
beauracracy, and rule by elites or
“experts”.
But if we are to be true to
ourselves, to one another, and to the
principles of this cause, then we must
open our eyes and see that this symbol
is not so simple and is actually much
more complex.
As occupiers/ decolonizers, we
know this movement is not merely
about economics or property relations,
but it is about people and space. And
we - speaking particularly to fellow
white folks but in the general sense of
solidarity - have a responsibility to not
only understand how economic
inequality and racial inequality are
inextricably linked and inherent in
capitalism, but we also have a
responsibility to recognize how we
factor into it and reject the dominant
ideologies of oppression.
Sure, a great deal of white folks,
e.g. the “middle” class, have recently
felt the merciless and inequitable
trickle down of the free market and
corporate politics but the reality is that
people of color have been and continue
to be the people of the 99% most
burdened and harmed by systemic
injustice to the benefit of whites.
Race and class are deeply
embedded into the fabric,
consciousness and history of the U.S.
The “land of the free and home of the
brave” was founded through systematic
genocide and violent colonization of
Indigenous peoples, reduced to
“savages” by white European men, who
then seized the lands so as to profit
from its resources. In order to execute
this exploitation and because Natives
were more susceptible to disease,
colonizers then institutionalized the
slave trade of African peoples. This
new form of human slavery was so
vicious that race, racism & the
supremacy of whiteness were
constructed as an attempt to justify
violence, and appease the ‘civilized’
Christian conscience. It is a fact that
America’s rapid rise to power and
proliferation of capital came from
hundreds ofyears of free human labor
from slavery. To ensure white
domination after slavery was abolished,
formal apartheid or segregation was
implemented. And after segregation
was overturned with the Civil Rights
movements, white backlash saw to it
that the legal and political gains for
people of color would not only be
ignored but would also be further
scaled back, proliferating exclusion and
inequality to this day under the guise of
“racial neutrality” or “colorblindness”.
Laws and policies which were
explicitly meant to remediate years of
discrimination from schools, housing &
employment were all but annulled and
the reality of white privilege was even
further obscured by ignorant claims of
“reverse racism”. Some of the Facts:
Wealth & Income: ***
o In 2010, a study revealed that the wealth
gap betweenblacks and whites
quadrupledbetween 1984 and 2007
o Middle class whites have between 3 and 5
times as much wealth as equally achieving
blacks
o In 2004, a typical black family had an
income that was 58 percent of a typical
white family's. In 1974, median black
incomes were 63 percent of those of
whites.
Health:
o People of color comprise more than half of
thosewithout health insurance, despite
representing only one thirdof the total
population.
o At the same time, most communities of
color experience higher rates ofdisease
and mortality than whites. There is strong
evidence that there is a relationship with
low income, minority populations, and
unhealthy environmental conditions.
o In 2000 African Americans had the highest
mortality rates— 1.6 times higher than
Whites, the same as it was in 1950.
continue d->
racial discrimination in housing,
education, mortgage lending,
healthcare, education and employment
have resulted in the cumulative
advantages for whites that persist
today. By examining the reality and
facing the facts, “we learn that race is
produced by space, that it takes places
for racism to take place”, and
moreover, “Because of practices that
Years of direct and indirect
continued: [***NOTE: FROM MULTIPLE SOURCES]
Health
o people living in south and southeast Seattle
(a neighborhood thatis one of the most
diverse in the nation) have a life expectancy
almost 10 years shorter than Mercer Island
residents, separated by only a mile of water
Education
o Schools continue to be segregated
o Today, one-third of black students attend
school in places where the black population
is more than 90 percent. A little less than
half of white students attend schools that
are more than 90 percent white. One-third
ofall black and Latino students attend high-
poverty schools (where more than 75
percent of students receive free or reduced
lunch); only 4 percent of white children do.
Housing
o Subprime loans are three times more likely
in low income neighborhoods than in high-
income neighborhoods. Subprime loans are
five times more likely in black
neighborhoods than in white
neighborhoods.
o "[t]he average white person in metropolitan
America lives in a neighborhood that is 80%
white and only 7% black."13 In stark
contrast, "[a] typical black individual lives in
a neighborhood that is only 33% white and
as much as 51% black,'T4 making African
Americans the mostresidentially segregated
group in the United States".
racialize space and spatialize race,
whiteness is learned and legitimate,
perceives as natural, necessary and
inevitable”, as put by race scholar
George Lipsitz. Racialized space
perpetuates white privilege to access,
opportunities, and mobility at the
expense of people of color and
ultimately cannot be separated from
economic inequality. Given the
struggle of occupy/decolonize to
challenge and dismantle the systems
that colonize space, perpetuate inequity
and subjugate the people to capital, we
must educate ourselves about this
racialization of space.
Speaking as and to white folks
in the movement, we must seek to be
critically conscious of our privilege and
how we wrongly benefit from
whiteness in order to pursue allyship
and engage genuine solidarity efforts.
Privilege is institutional and systemic,
and furthermore its oppressive power is
perpetuated by silence, invisibility, and
when achievements of people from the
privileged group are considered on the
basis of individual merit instead of
privilege (Wildman & Davis). The
systems which maintain it, and its
benefits to the dominant group are kept
invisible by individualizing the explicit
or overt occurrences of oppression (e.g.
KKK) rather than acknowledging the
extensive, systemic reality of
subordination (e.g. how we ourselves
benefit from living in the suburbs with
good schools).
Allyship is the next and
necessary step of action in the
struggle to dismantle institutional
racism -allyship, in the context of
racial justice, implies the shift from
white racist to white anti-racist.
White anti-racist allyship
principally entails educating and
organizing other white folks while
“actively supporting] the
leadership, agency, and autonomy
of people of color”(CARW).
Allyship is in our self-interest, and
it is vital for greater social healing
and justice. Lastly, allyship must be
pursued with vigilance as “help”
runs the risk of further perpetuating
paternalistic and colonialist
oppression. As an ally one does not
“rescue”, “save”, or perform mere
acts of charity but seeks to stand
with in solidarity (McClure) - and,
“solidarity requires us to seriously
grapple with our racial prejudice,
and recognize how it affects the
work we do...”(MRC). Privileged
folks in occupy have a
responsibility to understand the
bigger picture and to get real with
ourselves and one another. Race
matters in our world, it is
intertwined with economic inequity
and racialized space divides the
99%.
Tema Okun’s:
LADDER OF EMPOWERMENT
Community of Love and
Resistance
Collective Action
Taking Responsibility / Self-
Righteousness
white can do right / especially me
Open Up / Acknowledgement
Houston, we’ve got a problem
Guilt and Shame
white is not right / I’m bad
Denial and Defensiveness
I am not the problem
Be Like Me
we’re all the same, you’re the
problem
What Are You?
first contact
I’m Normal
Biological Rendition: Characterizing the Occupy Seattle (University)
Movement as an Organism Under Stress.
P. Bohnsack
The Occupy Seattle (University) movement can be classified in a “hard” sciences sense by
comparing it to the organisms that are exist in nature today. The many parallels that can be drawn between
organisms under stress and the phenotypic expression of the Occupy movement shows that there,
inherently, is a basis for both the reactions of the powerful
and the coerced/uprising. Thepowerful , or the regulati ng
body exerts ‘defenses’ against cells and individual entities
that do not serve the purpose of the perceived body. The
coerced/uprising
,
in its position of less power, produces
*
radical changes within the powerful' s systems causing a
furtherreaction or a sequestering.
Consider the cancer cell, it has the ability to grow its
own blood vessels
5
,
adapt to the body’s defenses
2
,
and
communicate with other cancer cells
3
,
and thus can obtain its
own resources, adapt to a repressive force, and communicate
between other ‘like’ individuals. Cancer is dangerous, and is
most dangerous when it spreads from its origin to a distal
tissue in the body, a process called metastasis. Metastasis is
very much like a radical idea rippling through a society.
Although the causes of cancer are diverse, and not
well quantified: radical insults to tissue type such as a radical molecule species, a lack of resources, or an
invasive virus show that in many cases cancer can evolve out of an external factor. Another example is the
soil-dwelling bacteria Myxobacteria, that when resources are scarce in the environment they will send out
extracellular signals that cause the nearby
Myxcobacteria to form a fruiting body, an
entity that acts as one. The Occupy
Movement is exactly that, a biological
organism that is responding to an external
stress within a system, and changing its
phenotype.
Figure 1: Picture of cancer cell being attacked
by T-Lymphocytes.
But there are hurdles, like cancer it is
commonly accepted that it cannot live without
its host. Although the first immortal cell-line,
a cell-line that can grow infinitely with all the
rest of the organism in the presence of
resources, was a cancer cell-line
4
'
5
.
It is to be
seen if the Occupy Movement will become an
immortal cell-line and break free from the
system to become its own entity, or if it will
become a benign tumor, changing the system
only in localized areas and microscopic ways
But hopefully, it will not become a tumor that is medically excised, for the purpose of the greater good and
the survival of the original system.
Deleuze and Guattari sum it up well: “It is at work everywhere, functioning smoothly at times, at
other times in fits and starts. It breathes, it heats, it eats. It shits and fucks. What a mistake to have ever said
the id. Everywhere it is machines-real ones, not figurative ones: machines driving other machines,
machines being driven by other machines, with all the necessary couplings and connections. An organ-
machine is plugged into an energy-source-machine: the one produces aflow that the other interrupts
”
(Deleuze and Guattari, l)
8
. [Emphasis mine].
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Figure 2: Picture of the developmental process of
Myxococcusxanthus, a myxobacteria.
Starvation triggers the developmental process
12 h
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ALLOF OUR CONNECTED 3?
How to participate in the general assembly: The General Assembly is § gathering ofpeople
‘Ifonaconeetrve agreement or "consensus There is no single leader or governing
bo# of the General Assembly everyone's voice is equal Anyone is free to propose an idea or express an opinion
part of the General Assembly Each proposal follows the same oasis foimat m individual shares what is being
proposed, why it is being proposed, ana, if there is enough agreement, how it cm be carried out The Assembly will
express its opinion for each proposal through a series ofhand gestures (see below). If there is positive consensus for a
proposal owing no outright opposition then it is acoeptcnand direct action began If tliere k not consensus, the
responsible group or individual is asked to revise ire proposal and submit again at ire following General Assembly
unfil a maionh amsms us is aehtev ed
Within the General Assembly, there are smaller gatherings known as "WorkingThematic Groups" that focus on
supporting specific initiativesor topi® relevant to the movement These range from Food, Medical, and Legal
Committees to Arts & Culture, Direct Action, Principles ofSolidarity and many mom. All groups are open to anyone
interested in suMortne, Exerpt from: “Revolution: A How-To by Anonymous
HANDS UP
AGREE
HANDS DOWN
DISAGREE
POINT-O-PROC
valued interruption
PYRAMID CROSSED FISTS
BLOCK
stops proposal
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Occupy Seattle University is a
recognized and autonomous branch
of Occupy Seattle.
Come join us!
Wednesdays, 7:30pm at the Student
Center Hearth
No Pressure, No Judgements,
No Expectations
May Day!
m&
¥
; w
r
:<pj
r
it' ft t
4
a#*
/ #
mm
¥■ ■
*■
..
: . „# vS
. i. .'•■#
r .a. aw
I
mm
